. Py res

Deep in the Flinders Ranges lies an amazing former sheep station that is being carefully
taken back to its natural state by a conservationist with @ vision, says Hazel Plush
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rkaba is the kind of place
that gets deep under
your skin. Take just one
walk through its red
gum forests - in the
footprints of wild kangaroos - and
you'll be utterly enchanted. the
friendliness of local people
and you'll feel welcome. Spend
one starlit night under the
watchful gaze of its mountains,
and it will stay in your dreams for
ever. At least, that's how it was
for Charlie Carlow - the man
who brought it back to life.

“You only have to stand on top
of the ranges to realise what a
special place it is," says Carlow, of
the views that encompass Wilpena
Pound in one direction and the
Lake Torrens salt pans in the
other. But in 2009, when Carlow
- Arkaba’s owner, though
“guardian” feels more appropriate
- first glimpsed the land, it was
a scrubby, struggling mess.

For 150 years, Arkaba's
60,000 acres had served as
sheep grazing pasture, an
endeavour that decimated the
land’s water supply and destroyed
its indigenous plants. Feral cats
and foxes tore through the local
wildlife, killing untold numbers
of local birds and marsupials, and
driving the yellow-footed rock
wallabies (which were also hunted
for pelts) to the edge of extinction.

When he first visited, Carlow
was looking for a site for a new
conservation tourism project
Arkaba was screaming out for a
saviour. “Australia has the dubious
distinction of having the highest
mammal extinction rate in the
world,” says Carlow, who saw
the potential immediately.

A number of species are on
the brink too. We have a
responsibility to look after the
environment in every sense.”

Work started in 2010, Carlow’s
team removed the livestock
and began reducing the numbers
of goats, foxes and cats. The
terrain was barren and strangled
by invasive weeds, so the patrol
protected the water sources
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' undergrowth, while gangly legged
- emus roam the plains.

- telephones,

. or any of the typical features of

. a hotel to distract”. With space

| for just 10 guests at a time,
the conservancy now offers an

right, emus at Arkaba, above, :
which is run by Chariie Carlow, top ‘ '

and cut back vegetation. The
land could breathe again at last.
On an area of this size - around

30,000 football pitches - the “You're not only as
scale of the project is - aspectator - you're as

but its impact on the area has '

been equally vast.

“Since 2010 we've removed 360
foxes, which equates to saving the
lives of 1,793,714 small mammals,”
says Carlow. “With 2,605 goats
removed, we have rescued i
5.5 million kilos of vegetation from |
their indiscriminate grazing, and |
conserved more than 11.6 million
litres of water”

Arkaba's endemic wildlife is
now abundant, with wallaroos and
red and western grey kangaroos
commonly sighted once more.
Rarer marsupials have made their
homes here too: tiny western
quolls and fat-tailed dunnarts can
be spotted snuffling through the
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ISTRALIA
TRAVEL

With its crowd-free
highways and jaw-
dropping scenery, the
Qutback makes for an
invigorating driving
adventure, Head to the
Gawler Ranges, north-
west of Adelaide, where
you can take a thrilling
four-wheel-drive trek
through desert t‘ULdf‘.‘yT
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The Mawson Cycling Trail | can be divided into thrilling

: stretches 560 miles from © | day trips and weekend
| jaunts. Visit the bike hire 2
| website for informationon -+ decoration, you
'taddingmeMawsmTrad i camels make

: ' | or the biannual Outback f
hat.wenmraxparmmd | Odyssey cycling event.
cyclists. However, theroute | Dblkesa.asnau




