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s just after sunrse 22|

awaken bo a Speclacular view

of the Findars Ranges - an

unsual skart for s ciby dwellar

Hog mez, A cup al b is

defivered to my bedside el
| walch fram my swag as the Elder
Range siowly comes allve with 2
gt wanm glow. Ther's no plsse
I'd rathar b right row;

The sheer scalie of tha southern
outback is on show at the
quirtessentaly Australian Arkaba
Station, ioczied 425 kiometras
north of Adelaide. The fanmer sheap
stetion, situated gt the southern
adge of the Findars Rargas
Malional Park, sares 25 the bese for
o foar-day walking safari, Dwred

| and cerated by Wild Bush Lusury,

| and food suppies,

thie 1850k heritage homesiead is set |
o 24,000 wid hectares,

Ower marning 1ea 8t the
homestead, wi'n brigled an the
walk and mest tha rest of the group.
Maga are viswed, routes and terrain
discussad and our l-ngorant
daypacks ane filed wilh esselias,
ncluding a 2.5 litre water biaddar

* Doas anyane want & Miermoes af
tea or coffee?™ shouts the chaf
from the kilchen. Grest ides, | think
= unkid | el the weight of iy pack
| dacida against it

It's & ahart drive 32 Wilpena Found
Mational Park, whese our sarfari
wil begin, We set off on foot, and
it's not fiong before wa're perchad

high an a reck with 8 magnificent
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view of the Pound in front of us.
Kat, our guide, points out our
12 kilermetre trail ahead and
the mountain range where we
will make our descent mto
Black Gap camp, for cur first
night under the stars.

You don't have b b super fit
o enjoy this walking holiday but I,
for ane, am glad to s our camp
already set up when we arrive in
the late afternoon, Home-mads
lernonada is served and cool
toweds are handed out. Bush
showers are set and ready to go. it
feels greal bo take off my hiking
boots and relax in the evening kght
with 2 glass of wine, The chef
irtharrms s that dinner will ba
served at dusk; the table is already
=2t with lanterns,

After a good night’s sleep and a
nourishing breakiast, we have a
14 kilometre hike ahead of us.
Today’s walk will be a lithe more
challenging thiough rocky creek
beds and broken country before
we reach the second night's stop
at Elder camp. Mot that we need to
worry, as the pace will remain
unhurried, gving us plenty of bme
to rest, fake photographs or

obsene the prolific birdiife. We
fiollow the: Heysen Trall through
Black Gap and anto ralling hills that
ware onee used for farming sheep.

| quiz Kat on the numerous
piant varieties we pass. With a
keen eve and binoculars ever at
the ready, she spots maost of the
wildlife on the trek — emus, grey
kangaroos end evros (wallarces),
widge-failed sagles, mulga parrods,
red-capped robirs, orb weaver
spicter webs, lots of shinks and the
shy central bearded dragon.

On day thres, we wind our way
ihwough beautiful stands of native
CYpress pine trees and traverse
mature mallee forests before
ascending the Red Rangs to

| take i the vista. We stop for lunch

ak the peak where the view is
staggering and encapsulzies the
magi: of the ares,

W all feel a sense of achievament
a5 we look back and see the terrain
we've covered. From there we
ravigate dry creek beds and open
courntry and finally descend to
Arkaba Homestead,

Back at the homestead, life s
as it should be, and we are
welcomead by station mansger

into Wilpana Found on day
twa; Arkaba Station [sop)

sen far dinner, day two
Arkaba Walk follows
the Heysen Trail, tea break
at Bridle Gap, locking out

froam the im of Wilpena
Pound; plotting the fouts an
day two; an ants’ nest,

Brendan Bevan and shown to
our rooms. Very comfortable they
are, too, but will | be able o drift
off to sleep with not a star in sight?
Buit niew, it's tirne to freshen up for
canapés and prepare for a three-
eourse dinner with matching
local wines for our final night in
the outhack.

On the drive back to Adelaide,
| spy river red gums and manesd
atthe ancient rock formations.
Kal's expert commentary springs
tomind and | know the knowvedge
she so generously imparted over
the last few days will stay with me

forever. It's the perfect end toan
eye-opening outhack exparience,

The wraber and pholegpapiar wene guvsls of Wi
Bt Libewicy, Ther Fur-clay, Hmest-riat sl stavis
at #2150 per person. See wlThUSRENF LD 0f
i knlbushiusy,com

Limsefing Austraian travel phatagraphior and
authcr af £ Lenuly Planetts Guide bs Travel
Photogran y, Richad deson, wil host & e
eholagraphic retrat ol Arkaba Stadion fom
Ociober 3 0 7, Tan places 4 SRilabie ot e
lour-nighiour-day retreat; $2898 pp hased oo
e Share, T el o fnilows dhe seri-cul
succens of FAns0n's fivst phofagmec rfreat af
Akabs in Griober 2012,




